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Is there room  
for everyone  
in fastenings?

Big name fastening products 
continue to do well in New Zealand’s 

robust construction market but the 
wave of knock-offs also shows no sign 
of letting up – much to the chagrin of 

the major players. What else is afoot? 
Growth certainly, but where?  

Jess Brunette reports.
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has shifted in Christchurch, reflecting the maturity and type 
of construction that the beleaguered city is seeing in recent 
months, with the balance seemingly heading toward the 
commercial and industrial side of construction.

“You can see a different mix of the products taking shape as 
different projects get taken on,” Boyd says. 

“There is now less focus on the residential as the repairs 
have been done and now it’s more the civil/major construction 
projects starting to take place. The Ministry of Justice building 
is a behemoth of a building and there are all sorts of big 
products in it and we are lucky enough to have some of ours in 
there.” 

Simpson Strong-Tie’s Blue Banger Hanger has been a 
particular success story for the company as commercial 
construction has begun to take off down south. 

“We sold 60,000 units into the South Island late last year to 
go into buildings like the Ministry of Justice in Christchurch. 
It’s a specification product so it takes a long time to channel 
through engineering to get that going so it’s a good success 
story and part of that’s been around the marketing we’ve done 
for it in a few publications,” Boyd says.

Over at Paslode, Daniel Birch also reports “steady growth” 
for both the company’s fastening products and tools in the last 
year in the two big construction areas. 

“A continual shift and reliance on Paslode Impulse cordless 
product has seen this category expand rapidly, especially 
with finishing tools and their accompanying brand range of 
fasteners,” Birch reports. 

I asked Birch if there were any recent innovations in this 
space that might be influencing the growth in this category.

“At the end of the day the tools have to work, and work 
well,” Birch says. “There have been some moves recently into 
the electric space but, until this technology is improved to an 
acceptable working level, the current gas-powered tools will 
always have a massive advantage, especially with the abundance 
of hardwood laminated materials emerging.”

Birch does have some news for the future however, adding: 
“We’re working really hard to constantly improve our tool 
performance with some exciting news for the framing range 
coming later this year.” Watch this space!

INFERIORITY COMPLEX
Of course many hard earned innovations inevitably attract 

Has the balance  
shifted in Canterbury?
As ever, the growth, or otherwise, of a product category like 

fasteners & fixings is inevitably tied to what’s happening in the 

construction market.

And, as highlighted by Simpson StrongTie’s Ray Boyd in our 

main article, in Christchurch it appears the balance has shifted 

from residential make-goods and new builds towards the 

meatier commercial sector.

Indeed April’s figures from Statistics NZ have Canterbury 

residential consents falling to an almost two-year low. At the 

same time they also show Canterbury taking the lion’s share of 

non-residential consents by value over Auckland and Waikato:

• Canterbury: $129 million.

• Auckland: $114 million.

•  Waikato: $34 million.

Is the slightly overblown Canterbury “boom” past? And will a 

steadier flow of non-residential construction now start driving 

the region’s post-earthquake recovery?

www.stats.govt.nz

n Canterbury 31%

n Auckland 27%

n Waikato 8%

n Rest of country 34%

April’s consent values showed Canterbury had almost a third of the 
national total non-residential consents.

OF THE PLAYERS spoken to for this feature, all report good 
growth in fastening products in the past year. That should 
come as no surprise to anyone with even a cursory knowledge 
of New Zealand’s booming construction market particularly 
in the reliable Christchurch and Auckland areas with fasteners 
and fastening systems crucial components in both residential 
and commercial construction.

Ray Boyd of Simpson Strong-Tie reports that, while all 
categories are up for the company, the balance of products 

“You can see a different mix of the products 
taking shape as different projects get 
taken on. There is now less focus on the 
residential as the repairs have been done”
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Developed in conjunction with MiTek™, the new GIB 
HandiBrac® has been designed and tested by Winstone 
Wallboards for use in GIB EzyBrace® elements that 
require hold-downs. 

• New product design for quicker and easier installation

• Less screws to install and no washer

• Tested and compliant for use in the BRANZ appraised 
GIB EzyBrace® System

• May be � tted at any stage before wall lining

For more information call our technical support team 
on 0800 100 442 or visit www.gib.co.nz

INTRODUCING THE NEW GIB HANDIBRAC® 
PANEL HOLD-DOWN BRACKET

NEW LOOK, 
SAME TRUSTED 
PERFORMANCE.

NEW GIB HANDIBRAC® AVAILABLE AUGUST

NZ Registered Design Application # 420161
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Nail and 14g tek
screw fixings

No fixings visible
to front double
boundary joist

Folded metal 
bracket top and
bottom

takes loads in
the vertical and 
horizontal directions

Suitable for 140x45 
and deeper floor 
joists

The Joist Grippa bracket is an alternative fixing solution to the 
current NZS3604 coach screw fixing of joists to boundary joists 
on timber decks where balustrades are required.

www.fortress.kiwi  0800 42 52 62 

SAVES
TIME

LOOKS
BETTER

EASY 
INSTALL

JOIST 
HANGER

SMALLER
TIMBER

copycat products and this regular occurrence is the cause of 
continued frustration of some of the more established brands 
in New Zealand’s fastening category. 

Knock-offs are a particularly bitter pill to swallow for 
companies that go to significant lengths to not only promote, 
but also conduct their own research and development into, the 
fitness for purpose of their products. 

Cath Montgomery of Winstone Wallboards elaborates on 
the concerns that she and many of her peers in the fastening 
and wider construction market have in this area: “We are 

committed to a heavy investment in quality management and 
technical support to ensure that GIB Fasteners and related 
systems perform as claimed. 

“This means comprehensive statements of ‘fitness for 
purpose’, functional performance and code compliance 
(including durability) are contained in GIB literature and in the 
relevant BRANZ Appraisal,” Montgomery explains. 

Flower power
Intex is now stocking new Flower Head class 4 screws. The 

flower head design is a flat, self-imbedding head with cutters 

designed to ream into fibre cement sheeting to achieve a flush 

finish without prior countersinking. The flower head screw is 

available in Type 17 point for fastening fibre cement sheets to 

timber or light gauge metal, without the 

need to pre-drill or in self drill point for 

fastening fibre cement sheets to metal 

from 0.8 to 3.6mm. A Class 4 screw the 

flower head is engineered to stand the 

test of time with a corrosion resistant 

coating for use in moderate and severe 

marine environments 400m from shore 

and also with treated timbers. Flower 

head class 4 screws are available loose or 

ZipStrip collated.

www.intex.co.nz 

“What is of concern to us is that some 
similar products may be imported that  
are not as thoroughly and /or as 
consistently tested”
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For more information 
please contact:
Ph 09 444 9424

Email nzsales@sencobrands.com

www.senco.com

Better working condition Ergonomic and user friendly design  /  High productivity Quick tying: 0.8 seconds  /  

Reliable timing Constant quality of the tying clips  /  Strong connections No breaking ties due to spring steel clips  /  
One clip type Suitable for tying combinations up to 30mm  /  Easy to reload Compact cartridges with 50 clips
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Connecting the Market for over 50 years

For full product range and results contact:For full product range and results contact:

Connecting the Market for over 50 years

For full product range and results contact:For full product range and results contact:For full product range and results contact:For full product range and results contact:

Pryda New Zealand A Division of ITW New Zealand Ltd
Free Phone: 0800 88 22 44
Website: www.pryda.co.nz   |   Email: offi ce@pryda.co.nz
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the basic function of a tiedown hasn’t really changed over 
the years, maintaining quality of materials, design and 
construction is key, particularly for safety items. This has 
prompted Aerofast to act when inferior stock hits the retail 
floor.

“Aerofast works very hard to supply quality, reliable and 
compliant tiedowns for the New Zealand market so it is very 
frustrating when cheap imports arrive on the shelves that are 
not compliant to NZ Safety Standard AS/NZS 4380:2001. We 
see this on a regular basis and will advise the stores of this 
issue,” Mulligan says. 

“We normally purchase these tiedowns and test them on our 

EDL’s new Ezy-Fix  
Drywall Anchor
New to EDL Fasteners is the Ezy-Fix Drywall Anchor for 9-10mm 

drywall. This solution is self-drilling so there is no need to pre drill 

for greater ease and speed when mounting boards, light fixtures, 

shelves, rails and more. Moreover, unlike conventional threaded 

dry wall anchors, Ezy-Fix maintains the integrity of the drywall 

when drilling in and also provides a very clean exit hole when 

detached as the interior section is designed to snap off when the 

screw is pulled with a pair of pliers. Best of all, this compact unit 

can take up to 30kg of weight, making it a very useful product for 

DIYers or builders. Ezy-Fix Drywall Anchor is available from July. 

Check this shortened url for a simple instructional video on using 

the Ezy-Fix: http://bit.ly/1e7kWQA

www.edlfast.co.nz

“What is of concern to us is that some similar products may 
be imported that are not as thoroughly and /or as consistently 
tested, especially when it comes to use in structural bracing 
elements in housing. It is important that consumers 
understand the real value of quality management and product 
guarantees. This is just as true for the trade as well as the retail 
consumer,” she says.

NOT SAFE FOR WORK?
Although playing in quite another area of the fasteners & 
fixings market, Cath Montgomery’s concerns are shared 
by Aerofast’s Eddie Mulligan, who stresses that although 

Get a Grippa!
New to Fortress Fasteners is the Joist Grippa, a bracket designed 

as an alternative fixing to NZS3604 coach screws and standard 

joist hangers on timber decks. The Joist Grippa’s nail and 14g tek 

screw fixings and folded metal top and bottom brackets make 

for easier and faster installations while the lack of visible fixings 

on front double boundary joists make for a smarter finished look. 

The Joist Grippa’s design is suitable for smaller timber and covers 

140 x 45 and deeper floor joists and can take loads in vertical and 

horizontal directions. Structurally designed and load tested to 

the New Zealand loadings code requirements.

www.fortress.kiwi
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©2013 Simpson Strong-Tie Company Inc.  QDDECKAUMP12

Fasten decking boards in record time with our Quik Drive® auto-feed screw driving 
system. The tools quick-loading collated-screw strips and pre-set countersink allows 
uniform fastening while you stand. Add our decking clip for accurate fastener placement 
for a perfect finish every time. Simpson Strong-Tie offers the widest range of collated 
screws that can tackle the most challenging deck board applications with ease, including 
composites and hardwoods. 

Sprint across the line with Simpson Strong-Tie® Quik Drive tools and fasteners. 
For more information or to request an on-site demo, visit www.strongtie.co.nz 
or call 09 477 4440.

So fast you'll be tempted
to wear running shoes.

Look for the yellow strip to ensure you’re 
getting high-quality Quik Drive® fasteners.

Fasten decking boards in record time with our Quik Drive
system. The tools quick-loading collated-screw strips and pre-set 
uniform fastening while you stand. Add our decking clip for accurate fastener placement 
for a perfect finish every time. Simpson Strong-Tie 
screws that can tackle the most challenging deck board applications with ease, including 
composites and hardwoods. 

Sprint across the line with Simpson Strong-Tie
For more information or to request an on-site demo, visit www.strongtie.co.nz 

Quik Drive® 
Decking Nose Clip

DHSD Series – Hardwood Decking to Hardwood Joists Screw
305 stainless steel, #2 square drive

DHPD Series – Hardwood Decking to Softwood Joist Screw
 Compact head, type 305 stainless steel or Class 3 mechanically galvanized
 coating – complies with AS 3566, paddle-style drill point, #2 square recess

SSTM-QDDECKAUMP12_297x210.indd   1 10/23/13   8:59 AM
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Here’s another tool 
you can take on-site

www.miteknz.co.nz

This is how you do it!
Scan the code to view videos for MiTek 
product installation tips or go to
vimeo.com/channels/howyoudoit

Winner

2014

Untitled-2   1 18/12/14   12:11 pm

in-house equipment to ensure they are made to spec and it is 
quite alarming at times when the test results are well below 
what is stated on the product” he explains.

For those players who have done the hard yards and 
spent the dollars testing their products and promoting their 
compliance, it is clearly frustrating to see similar but inferior 
products slip under the radar. 

Even some tested products with product information 
available on their packaging have received criticism, with some 
players in the fastenings market complaining that the product 
information shown on the packaging of some fasteners puts 
an emphasis on materials used rather than factors like load 
bearing data that are arguably far more useful for the end user 
to make an informed purchasing decision.

“What we really are after is a level playing field where 
customers demand that all suppliers publish quality 
management credentials and clear written claims of fitness for 
purpose and product performance rather than a just a package 
with ‘product dimensions’,” explains Winstone Wallboards’ 
Cath Montgomery. 

BOOTS ON THE GROUND
Despite these very legitimate concerns, there seems to be 

Chain & 
Rigging keeps 
delivering the 
goods 
Chain & Rigging Supplies is now 

stocking new eye bolt and coach 
eye fasteners made from marine 

grade 316 stainless steel. The 

eye bolt is a bolt fastener for any 

application using steel or wood 

and is available in 6mm to 12mm 

thread sizes with shank lengths 

from 35mm to 285mm. The coach 

eye model is a screw in fastener 

for all wood applications with a 

thread size available from 5mm 

to 12mm and shank lengths from 

55mm to 95mm.

www.chainandrigging.co.nz

30 NZHJ   |   JULY 2015 MORE AT  www.facebook.com/nzhardwarejournal



MPM 8250 0715

If your company or product range is not listed, you may 
be missing out on a great opportunity!

The Hardware Product Directory is published fi ve times 
a year, regularly promoted by bi-weekly e-letter mailouts to the 

industry and available all year around on our website. Visit 
www.hardwarejournal.co.nz/hardwarejournal/directory 

to make your search easier!

Hardware 
Product 
Directory

If your company or product range is not listed, you may 

Just phone or email: 
Martin: 09 304 2708 marting@marketplacemedia.co.nz   |   Susan: 09 304 2706 susank@marketplacemedia.co.nz
Karen: 09 304 2707  karenc@marketplacemedia.co.nz
with your contact details to assist in getting your products in front of retail buyers.

The Hardware Product Directory is published fi ve times 

Directory

Now open for new listings

Keep your brands ‘top of mind’

a year, regularly promoted by bi-weekly e-letter mailouts to the 
industry and available all year around on our website. Visit 

Hardware
Product 
Directory

The Hardware Product Directory is published fi ve times 

Directory

Now open for new listings

Keep your brands ‘top of mind’

8250 HW Directory June 2015.indd   2 26/06/15   11:21 am
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136 Captain Springs Road,
Onehunga, Auckland
Phone 09 636 4775 Fax 09 636 7543
www.chainandrigging.co.nz

CHAIN & RIGGING
SUPPLIES LTD

We stock an enormous range of Hot Dip 
Galvanised and Stainless Steel fi ttings, 
along with our huge selection of Chain from 
Hardware, Marine, Stainless and High Tensile. 
For further peace of mind, any rated products 
are tested in-house on our 158 tonne test bed 
to guarantee product compliance.

FREE PHONE: 0800 024 247
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enough work out there for the recognised brands in New 
Zealand’s buoyant construction environment. And at the end 
of the day success isn’t just down to the product.

Simpson Strong-Tie’s Ray Boyd attributes at least part of 
the company’s wins to skilled personnel, with Field Engineer 
Chris Burnett proving an invaluable asset and tangible point 
of difference for the company since he arrived in New Zealand 
at the end of 2013.

“Having a field engineer has helped us immensely in certain 
categories. And he offers great technical advice as he’s a 
Field Engineer 15 years with Simpson Strong-Tie with great 
knowledge,” Boyd says.

The Simpson Strong-Tie team gets another member on the 
ground this month with Darian Setters coming on board as 
Area Manager for Auckland, the Bay of Plenty and surrounding 
areas down to Rotorua (see Movers & Shakers in this issue’s 
news section). For Boyd, the addition of Setters allows Simpson 
Strong-Tie to give Auckland and its surrounding markets 
the dedicated team member it deserves while opening up 
opportunities to pursue potential government and seismic refit 
work in the capital.

“With Darian coming on board it gives us a greater focus 
with full time sales roles in the Auckland construction market 
which is a real requirement. It also allows us now to focus on 
the Wellington region and have full time sales person in the 
lower North Island. So it’s added to our numbers and gives us 
greater coverage across the country.”

Maybe Wellington has more to offer for the fastening 
category in the years to come but at this stage only time will 
tell. 

HandiBrac is back
Developed in conjunction with MiTek, the new GIB HandiBrac has been designed and tested by Winstone Wallboards for use in GIB BL and 

UP bracing elements. A substitute for bottom plate hold-down straps it has been thoroughly tested with performance equivalence to the old 

design in the BRANZ appraised GIB Ezy Brace System.

As the HandiBrac’s new design has a 

single body piece with less screws and no 

washer it is quicker and simpler to install 

and is easily inspected. The registered 

design with a clear framing face provides 

a flush surface for the wall linings 

because it is fitted inside the framing. 

There is therefore no need to check in 

the framing as is recommended with 

conventional straps.

The GIB HandiBrac with Bowmac 

Blue Top screw is suitable for timber 

and concrete floors constructed in 

accordance with NZ3604:2011. Because 

the GIB HandiBrac conveniently allows 

for installation and inspection at any 

stage prior to fitting internal linings, 

it is suitable for both new and retrofit 

construction.

www.gib.co.nz
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Go to hardwarejournal.co.nz 
and sign up now to receive the 
latest hardware industry news 
and insider information direct 
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